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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/005372 



Box No. I 



Bads of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the originallanguage into the following latiguage » 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 553) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this rcpOTt is based on (r^lacemait sheets which have been fundshed to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed** and are not annexed to 
this report): 

□ 



the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages 1-29 

pages* 

pages* 



as originaUy filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 



nos. 
nos.* 
nos.* 
nos.* 



as originally filed/furnished 



1-3,6 



4,5 



as amended (together with any statement) under Attide 19 

received by this Authority on 17.02.2005 

received by this Authority on 13.07.2005 



the drawings: 
sheets 1-30 

sheets* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ 



the description* pages 

the claims, nos. 7—29 



□ 
□ 
□ 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



I I This report has been establi^ed as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
• they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 



the sequence listing (specify): 



any table(s) related to sequence listing (speedy. 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. ' 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Intonational application No. 

PCT/JP2004/005372 



Box No. IV 



Lack of unity of invention 



In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I I restricted the claims. 

paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees under protest. 
I I neither restricted the claims nor paid additional fees. 

Z I I This Authority found that the requirecnent of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, not to invite 
the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3 is: 
I I complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 

The special technical feature set forth in claims 
1 and 2 is a feature wherein the scope of picked up 
images which are searched for candidate objects using 
position information and image pickup information is 
determined, and whether the aforementioned candidate 
object exists in the aforementioned picked up images 
with the aforementioned scope is recognized. 

The special technical feature set forth in claims 
3 to 6 is a feature which recognizes whether an object 
exists using the difference in position and the 
difference in visual feature quantity. 

Therefore these two groups of inventions are not 
acknowledged to be a group of inventions so linked as 
to form a single general inventive concept. 

The scope deemed by this International 
Preliminary Examining Authority to satisfy the 
requirement of unity of invention is as follows: 
Claims 1 and 2 
and claims 3 to 6. 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
IXI all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/005372 


Box No. V Reasoned statement under Artide 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
dtations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. Statement 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 1"6 




YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step QS) Claims 1-6 




YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1 — 6 




YES 




Claims 




NO 










2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 






Document 


1: JP 10-2 67 671 A (Nippon Telegraph and 

Telephone Corporation) , 9 October 1998, 
entire text; all drawings & EP 1306648 A2 & 






US 6222583 Bl & CN 1203369 A 






Document 


2: JP 2002-259992 A (MR System Kenkyusho) , 13 

September 2002, paragraph 0027; fig. 14 & EP 
1376464 Al & WO 2002/71330 Al 




Document 


3: JP 6-124 94 A (Matsushita Electric Industrial 






Co., Ltd.)/ 21 January 1994, 


paragraph 0031 






(Family: none) 






Document 


4: JP 11-86035 A (Nippon Telegraph and Telephone 






Corporation), 30 March 1999, 


entire text; 






all drawings & EP 130 6648 A2 


& US 6222583 Bl 






& CN 1203369 A 






The 


inventions set forth in claims 1 


to 6 are not 




disclosed in any of the documents cited in the 




international search report, and would not be obvious to 




a person 


skilled in the art . 
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